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Rastafarianism in Jamaica
The greatest spreader of the Rastafarian movement is Reggae music, most notably

by the former reggae icon, Bob Marley. Marley was a Jamaican singer-songwriter and
musician. Rastafarianism is the spiritual movement that believes that Haile Selassie I,

former emperor of Ethiopia, is Jesus incarnated. Rasta's are often viewed as having
matted hair, often in dreadlocks, their casual used of marijuana, reggae music, as relaxed
personality, but this idea of Rastafarians is often much less than the truth behind the
Rastafarian Movementl.
Jamaica is an island in the Caribbean of little of 4,000 square miles. Jamaica was

originally under Spanish control until 1655, when it changed hands to become part of the
British Empire. The capital of Jamaica is the city of Kingston, and the population of the
island is less than 100,000. Jamaica gained its independence from the United Kingdom in

August 1962. The official language of Jamaica is English, though the popular language is
known as Jamaican Patois, a mix primarily English, with African and native islanders
dialect. According a census in 2001, the most widely practiced religion is Christianity.
Jamaica was the place that Rasta culture took off because of its unique position. The
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island has a majority black ethnic population, one of the few non-African nations to be
so, which lead to a pro-black majority

The Rastafari Movement is considered a new age religious movement that started
in the 1930's. In the 1930's, the majority of Jamaica's black population was the
descendants of slaves. Rastafarianism centers its self around African culture and

traditions, but with Jamaican and Caribbean island culture. They believe that the Ark

of

the Covenant is located in Ethiopia. Other examples of Rastafarianism incorporating
ideas from African culture were the adoption of dreadlocks. Well not universally
accepted as an official practice, the use of dreadlocks has associations with the

Rastafarian Movement.
Rastafarianism is often associated with the use of Marijuana. Marijuana, also

known as cannabis, is illegal in many nations, which has created much social and

political friction between nations and the Rastafarian population. The use of marijuana is
seen as an almost religious practice, where the smoking of cannabis is considered a

sacrament that is used to cleanse the body and soul2.

The rise of the Rastafari Movement in the 1930's correlates with Rastafarran
practice of worshiping the Ethiopia Emperor, Haile Selassie I, who ruled Ethiopia from
1930-1974. Rastafarian's believe that Haile Selassie I is the reincarnation of Jesus, called
Jah. Haile Salassie I, was not just praised by Rastafari. He worked hard at established
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world peace. Salassie I, is legend to be part of an unbroken line of Ethiopian rulers, who
started with the son of the Biblical King Solomon (c.980 BC). Even the colors associated

with Rastafarianism, green, yellow, and red, and based in tradition. The colors are the
same colors used on the Ethiopian flag when Haile Salassie I was emperor

Rastafarianism reflects many elements of Jamaican culture, especially when most

of its black population was the descendants of slaves. The Rastafari movement uses terms
such as "king", and "Prince" to give meaning and value to its members. The honorifics
are similar to native African tribes, uses of honorifics with members of their royal

families. Rastafarianism, under the direct influence of Jamaica's black population,

Africa

as the

sees

birthplace of humanity, and calls it Zion. They teach that Africa is the

birthplace of humanity, and that its African, specif,rcally Ethiopia, is where paradise

will

be created3.

The movement also directly rejects Western society, called Babylon. It was
Western society, American's and Europeans that brought the black population out

of

Africa and into the West Indies. Many of the Rastafarian believes center around
Afrocentric beliefs. Afrocentric is African centered, meaning that many of the practices
and beliefs are meant to promote the black, African American population around the

world. Jamaica was in a unique position because of the weaker white authority in the
area. Spain, England, and Portugal are all much further from Jamaica that from other
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African nations. This allowed for stronger anti-white ideology, which promoted preRastafarian ideasa
The rise of the Rastafarian Movement was as much a spiritual movement as a
social one. The Rastafarian ideas on racial inequalities created a sudo-religious
movement that was pro black. Well, Rastafarians don't believe in violence, they ideas
behind the religious movement made for a very anti-white cultural. Jamaica was the rise

of Rastafarian ideal because of its unique location. It was an island and that was
predominantly black, and had less white influence on it that other nation.
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